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Late DRPUT Y GovEkRNOR of St. PETER's HosPiTaAr. „ 


5 re 1 
. PRINTED BY COCKING AND RUDHALL, SMALL-STREET, IH 
M\DCCLAXXVI, Ws 


ST. PETER's HOSPITAL, BRISTOL, 


HE enormous increaſe of the moſt burthenſome Taxes in 
this City, for ſome years paſt, has given juſt ground of 
complaint to the Citizens in general, and to Traders in par- 


ticular. 


An inveſtigation of the cauſes and cures of theſe evils has 
engaged my cloſe attention for a ſeries of many months paſt; 
the reſult of which I beg leave to ſubmit to the conſideration 


of the Public. 


About twenty-five years ago, the annual aſſeſſment for the 
Poor of this City, did not amount to 6,000/. In the years 1782, 
1783, and 1784, it amounted to no leſs than 14, ooo /.—ſo im- 
menſe an increaſe of theſe, and other parochial and parliamentary 
Taxes, within a few years, mult be ſeverely felt by all Houſe- 
keepers ; but Tradeſmen, and Shopkeepers, who are under the 

neceſſity of occupying Shops of high rents for the conveniency 
of buſineſs, feel it moſt ſeverely. By theſe grievous levies, the 
profits of trade, their only means of ſubſiſtence, are diverted 


to other purpoſes; while very little of the dear-carned wages of 
their induſtry remains for their perſonal uſes. 


The advanced price of Proviſions the ſtagnation of Trade 


the increaſe of Paupers—and the negligence of many officers, 
have all contributed to raiſe the Poor-Rates to their preſent 


height. 
Under 


. 


4 $3 


Undͤer theſe circumſtances, what can every well-wiſher to the 
Public do better, than by his timely affiſtance endeavour to leſſen 
our grievances and lighten our burdens? To further theſe lau- 
dable deſigns, Enquiries, Reformations and Regulations, have been 
made of late within this Houſe, and their. falutary effects have 
been materially felt already; for within the ſpace of ſixtcen 
montlis, there has been a very conſiderable ſaving to the puh- 
lic, as will appear by the accounts annexed. Much greater ad- 
vantages may yet ariſe, from the vigorous interference of Magi- 
itrates, and of the Corporation of the Poor. If therefore they 
are diſpoſed to unite, in a genera] reform, I would with the ut- 
molt deference and reſpect, recommend the following meaſures 


to them, as well as to the Tradeſmen—principa! Inhabitants and 
Church-Wardens of this City. 


To Tradeſmen and principal Inhabitants, T would warmly re- 
commend their employing the Por of the City, in preference to 
Strangers: for notwithſtanding the decreaſe of many branches of 
Commerce in this City, there yet remains ſufficient to employ 7:5 
own Poor. Were this attended to, it would be a great ſaving to 
the City; but inſtead of preferring that our own Poor ſhould enjoy 
theſe benefits, great numbers of them are unemployed, and re- 
duced to the neceſſity of becoming burthenſome, of ſtarving, or 
of ſtealing ; and hat bread, which ſhould have comfortably fed 
them, is put into the mouths of S7rangers, who are ſuffered and 
encouraged. Of the perſons employed on the Quay and on the 
Back, the major part are Strangers; and the number of Shoe- 
makers, who are non- pariſhioners, is great beyond conception. 
Now, were a juft diſtinction made between Citizens and Strangers, 
and the preference given to the former, the. latter would of courſe 
be obliged to remove, and leave the poor induſtrious Inhabitants. 


1 


1 


in poſſeſſion of their Rights, and our Taxes would neceſſarily be 
much diminiſhed. 


To the Inhabitants of every Pariſh who have a Right to be pre- 
ſent, Iurge the expediency of attending when the Rates for appor- 
tioning the reſpective Taxes are made: by this means, they will 
be able to judge whether the Monies required are neceſſary? For 
it is well known, that Way-wardens have frequently made out 
their Rates, much higher than there was occaſion for; and when 
they have cloſed their offices, confiderable balances have remained 
in their hands for ſeveral years together, unaccounted for. 


I would alſo warmly recommend to the Church-wardens of the 
reſpective Pariſhes, to enter the Landlord's name in the Pariſh 
Rate: by a ſtrict attention to this rule, many poor Tenants will 
not be able to gain ſettlements in this City; for according to Act 
of Parliament, it is neceſſary for every Tenant, occupying a 
houſe under the annual rent of Ten Pounds, not only to pay the 
Rates, but alſo to have his name entered in the rate-book, in 
order to conſtitute him a Pariſhioner. | 


A ſubject of reform, which preſſingly claims the exertion of 
Magiſtrates, is the ſuppreſſion of diſorderly houſes in their par- 
ticular Wards; for while theſe are ſuffered, innumerable evils 
are likely to enſue. —By their continuance, our ſtreets are crowd- 
ed with Proſtitutes; their Bullies, are ſupported; houſes are 
- plundered; priſons are filled; Families are ruined; the morals 
of thouſands are corrupted; their characters are loſt; their 
lives endangered; and the inevitable conſequence is, that the 
honeſt and diligent Citizen is burdened with taxes, which would 
not exiſt, if thoſe haunts and nurſeries of every vice were ſup- 


preſſed. About five months ago upwards of e:ghty diſorderly 


F | perſons, 


( 0.3 


perſons, who had been preying upon the property and morals 
of many hundreds, were removed; and of near fixty Proſtitutes 
taken up, only ſeven of them belonged to the City.—While Ma- 


giſtrates kept a watchful eye, many diſorderly houſes were ſhut, 


the ſtreets were freed from thoſe unhappy wretches, and the 
ſedate Inhabitant, with pleaſure, paſſed unmoleſted ; but as ſoon 
as Magiſtrates relaxed in their vigilance, they returned to their 
former haunts, and reſumed their deſtructive practices. The 
Officers of this Houſe are frequently inſulted in going by the 
reſidences of thoſe Proſtitutes, and defiance is bid to the Magi- 


ſtrates and Corporation of the Poor. One inſtance I will give: 


An unhappy Girl, who came to the Hoſpital to ſwear a child, 
appeared very much diſtreſſed, at living in the unhappy courſe of 


life ſhe did, and was very deſirous of quitting it. I told her, I 


would ſend her to her family in the Country, who lived in gocd 
credit; and would write to them, to endeavour to prevail on them 
to take their repenting Relation home, and ſave her from further 
deſtruction, This poor unhappy Girl was afterwards again 
inveigled into a houſe of ill fame. When informed of it, I ſent 
an Officer of this Houſe, to tell her that I wanted to ſee her, in 
hopes if ſhe had came to me, I might have prevailed on her to go 
home. The anſwer he received from the Woman of the houſe, 
was, he ſhould zof fe her, ſhe ſhould ot come; and ſhe alſo bid 
defiance and told him, who the Officer was that ſupplied her 
with ſpirituous liquors, and that he would protect her. 


For public ſatisfaction, reſpecting the internal management 
of this Houſe, I ſhall ſubjoin a Table of a comparative view of 
the expenditure for its ſupport during the four laſt years, as 
well as an average ſtatement of the number of the Family dur- 
ing that period. 

The 
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TE COMPARATIVE EXPENDITUR 
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1783 


| C B 1 1 
PROVISIONS. 
Beef and Mutton = = — 992 8 o 109 % 8 
_ Cheele - - - _ e 8 
Bacon - - - _ > Hs „ 
* Paid by the Matron in lieu of * 3 3 = . . 
and Cheeſe — — — | 610. 3 +0 
Flour - — — — E | . | 
Gruts and Oatmeal - — $0: 23-3 g9 6 "3 dels! 0s - 
Peaſe - - - _ 76 10 10 114 0 
Salt - - - _ | F 
Garden Stuff — — — 8 "RE 
Butter — — — — 1 7 21 1 Oz 
Mait, _ 1900 Buſhels - — 1 2000 Buſhels | 660 5 o 
Hops - — — — 3 e 
Barm - - - — 1 0 
Wine, Brandy, and Ale - — 1 10 0 10 
Milk - - — — 55 - 114 . 
Grocer = = - — 0 22 9 Tk 
— — - - — % 16 o 1 
Rice - — — — — —— 5 „ 
Eee 4-21 I 3464 17 1c 
CLOTHING, &c. 
Shoes - — - — % $7 ® 140 18 © 
Leather - - — 562 20 0 0 
Linen - - — — 240-2 © i 0 
Haberdaſhery — — — „ 1 
Woollens = — — — 210 8 e 
Hoſtery = — — — * 60 1 
Brecches - - — — — — 3 
Twine, Wax, &c. — — 5 1 
Pattens — — — — — — — — 
. 682 2 © ä 
Soap 38 * — $443 1 
Candles = - — — 10 80 7 ; „„ STE 
Ah 6 | . e x. 
5463 Horſe Loads Coal = — — — — * 3 4 4469 Loads — — — 2332 3 © 
Tin Wares and Oil - — — — — 13 11 © — — — 111 
ee. 
Tyler - - — nn 1 
Carpenter - - — Fed 23-6 . 
Hooper — — — — 8 1 
Maſons - - — 8 0-78 0. 
Plumber — - — 1 — — — 
Tradeſmen's Notes paid by the Mafter 68 a4. — — — 
Glazier — — — — — — 5 
Ironmonger — — — — — — 1 
Smith — — — — — — 4 11 ;::0 
Pump Maker - - — — — — „„ 
New Furnace — - — — — — 2 10: 8 
Wheelwright and Chimney-Sweeper — — — | SS 
0 mT . $99 34... 1 EF: Y > 4 
Wk. W_ 4: 4 
Houſhold Furniture — — "as 19 1 „ — . 
Fire Wood = — — — — 25 18 6 9 — ꝗ—ä— 25 2 6 
9 eee, —T 3 33 1982 r 


It will be natural to enquire the reaſon of the Matron's paying ſo much money for Bread and Cheeſe, as in the year 178 
It may be ſuppoſed it was bought out of the Houſe, to ſupply the Family in the Houſe? It was not; but it was bought of t 
Bringing the Article of Cheeſe into Bread, for every Loat 


more than they could eat, it ſhould not have bcen given them, 
| bef It appears that, in the courſe 
Which ought not to Have been ſuſtered. 


be fore, 


of one year and about eight months there were 65342 pound loaves of Bread bouy 
—— The great expence of Flour and Cheeſe tor the Year 1783, plainly thews there qt 
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1860 Buſhels 


42:81 Loads 
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Now put a 
Stop to 


840 Buſhels 


Boys“ Caps 


1472 Loads 


New Pump 


1785 
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RE or THE FOUR LAST YEARS. 
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ear 1783 to the amount of 

it of the people in the Houle, 
Loaf was paid One Penny, to prevent their 
d bought in by the. Matron, to deliver out ly, more t 
lere muſt have been a very wanton expenditure of thoſe articles in that year, 


— 


155. 14 25 
Why it was 


and part of the year 1784 £116 10 11, making in the whole £272 5 2. 
done, I am at a loſs to know: for if it was a ſurplus of Proviſions 
ſelling it out of the Houſe, as had been, I find, always the cuſtom 
again to the Family, more than they could eat in that time; and 
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The Average of the nominal Family of 1782, 1783, 


Average of the nominal Family for the Year 1782 was 408 


The Houſe Expences for the Year 1782 = L 4445 1 © 


Average of the nominal Family for the Year 1783 was 420 


The Houſe Expenditure of Year 1783 1 4556 6 5} 


Average of the nominal Family for 1784 was = 390 
Houſe Expenditure of the Year 1784 - 1650 0 7 

Average of the real Family for 1785 ws 
Houſe Expenditure of the Year 1785 L, 1836 13 42 


Average 
Add to 
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From this Statement it is neceſſary to obſerve, That the Accounts at the 


| thirty-firſt of March following. 
cauſe of a very great diminution of the expences of that Year, 


The Abuſes of the Houſe began to be in 


1 


783, 1784, and of the real Family for 178 5. 


verage of the real Family for 1785 was „„ 
dd to this 81, its 4 Part, and the whole will amount to 406 
his nearly equalizes the Families of the 2 Years. 

xpenditure of Year 1785 „ „nh 
dd to this its & Part - . - - "OS. 


Whole Amount EI 6 2295 16 82 
hus ſuppoſing the Family to be equal in both 
years, the exceſs of Expence of the former to 
the latter, is no leſs than { 2149 4 32, 
which is about the whole expence of 1785, 
upon the above ſuppoſition. 
verage of the real Family for 1785 was = - *- 6 
dd to this 94, its 7-24th Parts, and the whole amounts to 419 
his nearly equalizes the Families of thoſe 2 Years. 
ouſe Expenditure of 17858 = - 1836 13 42 
dd to this the 7-24th Parts = - - 535 13 102 


Whole Amount „ 
ere the exceſs of Expence in the former to 
that in the latter Year, ſuppoſing the Fa- 
milies to be ſame, amounts to „ „  £ 2183 0 2þ 


verage of the real Family for 1785 = - - — 325 
dd to this its 1-5th Part 65, and the whole amounts to 390 
his exactly equalizes the Families of thoſe 2 Years. 

itto of the Year 1785 = 5 —— 1 
dd to this its 1-5th Part — - 987 6 4 


The whole Amount „(2203 19 72 
Thich upon the above ſuppoſition of an equa- 
lity in the Families in both Vears, makes the 
Expences of the Vear 1784 exceed thoſe of | 
788 - > ce b 1432 © 11 


at the Hoſpital commence on the firſt of April, and cloſe on the 
o be inveſtigated in the beginning of January 1784, which was the 
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Perhaps it may be obſerved, that I have drawn this com- 
pariſon in the expenditure, upon the ſuppoſition, that the 
Family for the former years was real and not nominal. It is 
true: but, that the Family for years paſt has been only a 
nominal one, I have not the leaſt doubt; and, to prove my 
aſſertion, I will adduce an inſtance. 
ſigned his name in the Viſiting Book, where the number of 
the Family is entered, to the number of 476 in the Family : 
afterwards, the ſame day, the Family was called over, and the 
whole number was only 405. The like evil, it is probable, has 
exiſted for many years; but it did not the laſt: for Mr. 
Hawokr TH, one of the Committee (who deſerves the thanks 
of the public for his great attention and aſſiduity in the Houſe 
to prevent the abuſes of it) called the Family over every week, 


and always compared them with the number entered in the 
Viſiting Book. 


Should it be aſked, why the Family is reduced in its number 
ſo conſiderably to what it was in former years ? I anſwer, that 
it is very uncertain what its number was in thoſe years; but I 
will aſſign ſome reaſons why they are now left. When the 
Committee of Enquiry went over the Houſe, they found many 
perſons there very capable of maintaining themſelves; and of 
thoſe who were ſo, twenty-four were diſmiſſed from the Houſe. 
Others, while they could live in idleneſs, were very content 
with their ſituation ; but when put to work, they have fre- 
quently applied to be diſmiſſed. Out of many of that deſcrip- 
tion, I will give one inſtance :—A woman, brought from 
London with a paſs, upon being converſed with about main- 
taining herſelf and child, a boy about twelve years of .age, 
inſiſted upon coming in, alledging her n to ſuppert 


A viſiting Guardian 


herſelf | 
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herſelf and child: ſhe was taken in, and, in a few days, fet 
to work ; but ſhe refuſed, faying, ſhe did- not come- into the: 
Houſe to work: however, when ſhe found ſhe muſt work, 
ſhe made application to go out, and promiſed to maintain 
herſelf and child; ſhe was accordingly diſmiſſed, and we have 
not heard from her fince. 


There are many inſtances of indolent perſons applying for 

admiſſion into the Houſe, who would never quit it could they 
. but live in idleneſs; but, when work is mentioned to them, 
6 4 they would rather go out and ſteal, than live well there on ſuch. 
* conditions. 


 — 


It may be ſuppoſed, that the prices of proviſions for the year 
1785 were lower than in the preceding years, from the great 
reduction on thoſe articles; but this was not the caſe. 


The contracts for ſupplying the Houſe with proviſions, &c. 
have always been made in the month of November, and con- 
tinued to the November following, ſo that for ſeven months 
of my being in office, proviſions were bought in at the prices 
contracted for the preceding year. 


| The contract for meat from Nov. 1782 to Nov. 1783, was 
» . 
| - 244. per cwt.—From Nov. 1783 to Nov. 1784, 23s. 4d per 

3 ewt.—From Nov. 1784 to Nov. 1785, it was 24s. 10d. per 
; ewt. Ty 


The contract for flour from Nov. 1783 to PE: 1784, was 
33s. per fack ;—From Nov. 1784 to Nov. 128 5, it was * 64d. 
per lack. 


Peas 


vb F 3 


Peas from Nov. 178; to Nov. 1784, were 5s. 6d. pet buſhel; 
grutts 55. 104.,—Peas from Nov. 1784 to 1785, were 6s. 3d. 
per buſhel; and grutts were 5s. 6d. 


The contract for malt from Nov. 1784 to Nov. 178 5, was 
4s. 114d. per buſhel. 


When that term expired, the loweſt prices given in to ſupply 
the Houſe by contract for the enſuing year, were, malt at 6s. 
peas at 7s. and grutts at 6s, 6d. per buſhel ; meat at 24s. 8d. 


Per cwt. 


The Committee thought it not prudent to enter into any 
contracts at thoſe prices, excepting for meat; and the event 
has proved they acted judiciouſly, as ſome of thoſe articles have 


already been bought for leſs money; and there is a proſpect of 


their being much cheaper than they are at this preſent time. 


Thus it will appear that the prices of proviſions in general 
were much higher than in the preceding years, 


The contract for coal was, to ſupply the Houſe at one ſhilling 


per ſack of three buſhels, made at and continued to the fame 
time as the other contracts were, I had the coal always mea- 
ſured, in a three buſhel meaſure belonging to the Houſe, when 


brought in; but as ſoon as the contract ended, the perſon who | 


contracted would not ſerve the Houſe any longer, without an 
advanced price of one penny per ſack, which was complied 
with, as no other perſon would ſupply the aſe cheaper, with 
the ſame quantity, to have it meaſured. 
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It may be imagined there muſt certainly have been a great 
ſtock of coal i in the Houſe when I came into office; but this 
is alſo a miſtake, for the firſt week after I was choſen, coils 
were wanted for the uſe of the Houſe. | . 

If it be dngaired: Why was there ſo great a difference in 
the conſumption of that article? Indeed, I cannot account for 
the difference in this, or any other expenditure, but upon 
a ſuppoſition of great neglect in thoſe perſons whoſe duty It 
was to have prevented it. | 

It will be natural to conclude, from the ſmall ſum paid For 
linens, cloaths, ſhoes, &c. that the ſtore-room muſt have been 
well ſtocked with thoſe articles: So it was; as will appear by 
the following inventory of new goods left therein, after the 
Family was ſupplied the whole year out of it with every 
neceſſary, agreeably to annual cuſtom, againſt the time of 
chooſing new Governors. | 


— 


INVENTORY or NEW GOODS 
=" the $STORE- ROOM, MARcH 31, 1786. 


97 Enls flaxen ſpriggs. 
83 Ells ticklinburgh. 

75 Yards g-8ths brown ſheeting. 
| 1 Piece Stick dowlas. 
TY 37 Yards bed-tick. 

| 4 Yards ſpriggs. 

17 Yards Ruſſia drab, 10 

75 31 Yards died duck. 60 


( it 


60 Yards 9-8th wide North-country theeting, 


94 Yards yard-wide Iriſh, at 
141 Yards ditto, at 
10 Yards ditto, at 
25 Yards long-lawn, at 


114 Yards dowlas. 
32 Yards ſtitched Holland. 
251 Yards 4 wide cotton check. 
74 Yards yard wide ditto. 
14+ Yards 1 yard and 4 wide ditto. 
134 Yards Ruſſia huckaback. 
74 Yards hemp Ruſſia, at 
91 Yards camblet. 
33 Yards Heſſens. 
18: Yards 6-4ths wide claret cloth. 
445 Yards druggett. 
35 Yards blue ſerge. 
9 Yards mix'd. 


604 Yards flannel, — at 
5 Yards thick ditto, at 
21 Girl's ſmocks, — at 
2 Large women's ditto, at 


7 Small boy's ſhirts, at 
9 Middle ſize ditto, 
9 Men's ditto. 

4 Brown aprons. 


3 Check ditto. . 
13 Dowlas caps. 


12 Long-lawn handkerchiefs. 


9 Pair middle-ſized ſtockings. 
B 2 


17. $d- 


Pair men's, women's, and children 8. ſhoes. 


5 Large 
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5 Pair large white ſtockings; 
14 Men's worſted caps. 


4 


Pair old blankets. 


61 Ditto, new. 
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Flannel ſhirts. 
Girls' ſtriped coats. 


Boys' jackets. 


Girls' ditto. 
Tin ſaucepans. 
Tin kettles. 
Hand bruſhes. 


Scrubbing ditto, with handles. 


Mop-ſticks. 


* Bruſhes for blocks. 


Pail bruſhes. 
Bucket. 
Sieves. 
Wooden bowls. 
Dozen ſpoons. 
Tin cans. 
Pounds ſoap. 
Pounds candles, (eights.) 
Pounds ruſh lights. 
Pounds match ditto, 
Linen quilts. 
Sheets in wear, 489 pair. 
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It may be aſked, Why were ſuch quantities of goods brought 
into the Houſe: when they were not wanted? Indeed, it can 


neither 


. 


neither be accounted for or juſtified, as it is nn againſt 
the ſtanding order of the Houle. 4 


The expences of the repairs of the Houſe, with proper atten- 
tion, I am perſuaded, may, in future, be conſiderably leſſened 
to what they have been for ſeveral years paſt. 


The Poor do not in any Poor-Houſe, Work- Houſe, or 
Hoſpital in the kingdom, eſtabliſhed, on a plan ſimilar to St. 
Peter's Hoſpital, live better than the Family in that Houſe: 
from what I have ſeen in ſome, and the information I have 
obtained reſpecting others, very few, if any, live ſo well. 


The proviſions in general are of the beſt quality, and much 


ſuperior to what the Poor themſelves commonly buy for 2 
ſamilies. 


I could wiſh, that ſome reſpectable perſons, as well as the 
Guardians, would call in frequently, to ſee the goodneſs of 
their proviſions, the comfortableneſs and cleanlineſs of their 
different wards, the cleaneſs of the linen, &c. 


Let the ſame perſons go to the houſes of the labouring Poor, 
who have families of three or four young children, and whoſe 
earnings are from ten to fifteen ſhillings per week; they will 
fee them in general extremely dirty, not much to eat, in many 
of their families the food they have exceedingly bad, and in 
many of their houſes no beds for their children to ſleep on. 


I will ſuppoſe a man earns twelve ſhillings per week, and 
has a wife and four young children to ſupport, (but there are 
thouſands. 
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thouſands who do not get ſo much ;) if the man's whole wages 
be expended in proviſions for his family, they would not have 
as much in quantity, or as good in quality, as they would 
were ſuch a man, his wife, and four children in the Hoſpital, 
and to have the allowance of it: For it is very certain that the 
number of perſons contained in ſuch a family now coſt more 
money for their ſupport, (excluſive of cloathing and rent, 
which muſt be paid by thoſe out of the Houſe) tho' the provi- 


ſions, which are better, and laid in very conſiderably cheaper 
than can be bought by ſuch Poor out of the Houſe. 


A great deal of very illiberal abuſe I received during the time 
of my continuance in office. Anonymous letters were ſent me, 
conveying the moſt inſulting and opprobious language, threat- 
ening, that, if I continued purſuing the meaſures I had adopted, 
my deſtruction was determined on. Two perſons came to my 
houſe, and informed me, that two men, who were determined 
to take away my life, waited for me one evening in a ſtreet I 
went through ; that I paſſed them; but as they were not 


certain that I was the object of their malice, I was ſuffered 
to eſcape. 


Notwithſtanding every obſtacle that ſtood in the way to pre- 
vent my perſiſting in the due execution of my office, conſcious 
of the rectitude of my conduct, I was not intimidated from 
perſevering in the line of my duty during my continuance in it. 


I will endeavour to explain the pretended cauſe of this enmity. 
The Poor on the Pay-bill are ſuch perſons who, from their 
advanced age, or bodily infirmities, are likely to receive relief 
during the remainder of their lives. This deſcription of Poor 


conſiſts 


t og 


conſiſts of between goo and 1000 of thoſe; during my time of 
being in office, I did not take off or leſſen the Pay of any, but 
from well- grounded information that there was reaſon for ſo 
doing; and of that number, there were not twelve taken off, 
or their pay leſſened, in the courſe of my year. 
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Therefore, the Poor on the Pay-billt could not have reaſon 
to complain, becauſe they received the /ame Pay, during my 
continuance in office, as they did when I came into it. But 
the great enmity againſt me proceeded from the Caſual Poor, 
who come under the deſcription of perſons who, from ſick- 
neſs, largeneis.of their families, or want of employ, have tem- 
porary relief for a time, till the cauſes are removed; but they 
are never ſatisfied: After once being on the books, if not con- 
tinued when the cauſe they were put on for has ceaſed, but the Pay 
they received is taken off, they are then ſure to ſpeak all manner 


of evil, and very frequently make uſe. of the moſt abuſive lan- 
guage, which I have frequently experienced, | 1 


The very many impoſitions on this Houſe that have been, 
and were conſtantly attempted to be made, by numberleſs perſons 
who were not objects of relief, took up a Jarge part of my time, 


in endeavouring, as much as it was in my power, to detect and 
prevent their iniquitous SHAKES 


3 vom + 
. | * Men 
[will adduce two: or three inſtances, from among innume- 


rable others, which occurred . the time of my being in 
office. 


J 


A woman, who had pay for herſelf and four children for 
years, came to the Court at the Viſitation, and brought two of 
5 her 
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her children. She was aſked, where her other children were 
ſhe ſaid they were ill of a fever. One of the officers of the 
Houſe was ſent to fee whether her report was true. The 
anſwer he brought was, that the other two ſuppoſed young 
children were both in — for thieving. 


Another woman (and many inſtances there were of this 
nature) applied for relief for her huſband, who ſhe ſaid was 
very ill in bed of a fever, in great want, and muſt periſh if 
not immediately relieved. Inſtantly an officer was ſent to ſee 
and relieve him, if her account was true. On his making 
enquiry at the Houſe where they lived, the man was neither 
ill, nor at home; but the officer was told by.a perſon in the 
houſe, that if he was not at work, he might be ſure to find 
him at a public-houſe. 


Many women, having ſons from the age of ten to twelve 
years, received relief for them. Being aſked why they did not 
get them employment ? Their anſwer has been, that they had 
endeavoured to do it, and could not; but ſhould be glad if 
they could, even for the Pay they received of the Houſe, to 
keep them out of idleneſs. I have often told them, I would 
employ them, and give them the ſame wages per week as the 
money they had from the Houſe to ſupport them, until they 
could do better for them. Of between twenty and thirty boys 
under this deſcription, the mothers of only tuo of them 
| accepted my offer: as to the others who would not, I took 
off their pay; and the city was eaſed thereby of the unne- 
eeſſary burthen of ſupporting ſuch idle perſons. 


Theſe 


G 


Theſe have been the cauſes of my being repreſented as every 
thing that is bad; but, from the convictions of my judgment, 
I could not ſuffer ſuch impoſitions on the publie, becauſe in 
times paſt they had not been ſufficiently looked into; for to 
ſuch neglect may be attributed the great increaſe of the poor 
tax. l | 


. 


There are many poor families relieved by this Houſe, who. 
have a far more comfortable ſupport than a great many other 
families in the city who have eſtates in houſes. I will produce 
an inſtance. About ſeven months paſt, a man, his wife, and 
five ſmall children, were ſent here by a paſs, he having gained 
a ſettlement by renting a houſe in this city, and having lived in it 
but a ſhort time, when he firſt came ; and, I believe, neither 
of the children were born here: the man, ſoon after he came 
here, died; the wife and children became immediately charge- 
able to the city. Four of the children were put to nurſe at 
eighteen pence per week each, which is the pay for all 
children ſent out of the Houſe; the mother and youngeſt child 
were taken into the Houſe. Allowing only two ſhillings per 
week each for the mother and child, amounts to four ſhillings 
per week, and fix ſhillings per week for the children at nurſe, 
the whole amount is ten ſhillings per week, which is twenty- 
fix pounds per year. A great number of families are relieved 
by this Houſe, which coſt the city more than from twelve to 
twenty pounds per year. I have no doubt but there are very 
many perſons with families in the city, who have one or two = 
ſmall houſes of their own, the rents of them not more than 
from fix to twelve pounds a year. Now ſuppoſe a widow with 
a family of ſmall children (and there 1s reaſon to ſuppoſe there 
are many ſuch) poſſeſſed of a houſe or two of that deſcrip- 
Go tion, 
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tion, they cannot ſupport their families as well as thoſe who 
are relieved by this Houſe, becauſe their income 1s not ſo much 
as is received from this Houſe by many with ſimilar families; 
altho' when their huſbands were living, their circumſtances 
might have been very comfortable : but they cannot be relieved, 
let their neceſſities be never ſo preſſing, without firſt parting 
with their little eſtate ; and yet rh are burthened with taxes, 
to relieve thoſe, who live better and more comfortably than 
they can poſſibly do themſelves. 


The amazing ſum paid for the relief of the Out-Poor of this 
city is very alarming, and has been a growing evil, which ought 
to be remedied, and may in future be done by attention to 
what I have before recommended. 


The propriety of the above remark will * by the fol- 


lowing ſtatement: : 


Paid by the Church-Wardens of the different / 
pariſhes in the city to the Poor on the 
Pay-Bill, from the 25th of March 1784. 


to the 25th of March 1785, = 4604 12 6 
Paid by ditto to Caſual Poor, from ditto to N 
ditto, — - - — 2459 14 O 
Paid by the Maſter ſor the Relief of Caſual Poor 
at the Houſe, from ditto to ditto, 1404 7 0 
| 8468 13 


This is a ſum, conſiderably more than three times as much as 
was raiſed for the ſupport of the Out-Poor, and maintaining 
the Poor in this Houſe, for many years after its eſtabliſhment. 

N It 
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It is certainly the intereſt of all perſons having eſtates“ in 
houſes in this city, to endeavour to leſſen the burthens of tax- 
ation as much as poſſible; for people in general, when they 
are about to take a houſe, after they are informed of the rent, 
enquire to what the taxes will amount; and when the taxes are 
very heavy, the houſe will not let for as much money as it 
would were the taxes more eaſy, 


For inſtance, ſuppoſing a houſe now lets V r fifty pounds 
per year, I think I do not exaggerate when I ſay, if the tenant - 
pays all the taxes, they will amount to twenty-five. pounds per 
year. I believe that fifty years ago, a houſe of fifty pounds per 
annum did not pay, i the whole of its taxes, to the amount of 
five pounds per annum. 


From the above compariſon is clearly ſhewn the neceſſity to 
reduce the burthen of taxes, as much as poſſible ; for if our 
taxes were no more now, than they were fifty years ago, a 
houſe that now lets for fifty pounds a year would let from ſixty 
to ſeventy, and, even then, the tenant would not pay near ſo 
much, including rent and taxes, as he does now. 


The ſtatement, as under, of the expences of the three laſt 
years, Will convince the public, that the endeavours made uſe 
of to ſtop the very rapid increaſe of the Poor tax, ſo long com- 
plained of, have been attended with fome ſucceſs. 


The expences of the year 1782, for the ſupport FL 
of the Poor of this city. was — 14479 12 OZ 


The expences of the year 1783, for the ſupport 
of the Poor of this city, was - 


Ditto, of the year 1784, for ditto, was 
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The expences of the year 1785 cannot be aſcertained until 
the Church-Wardens have ſettled their laſt half year's account. 
I am very cer tain it will be conſiderably under {11000 © © 


There will be in the Treaſurer's hands, and what the Maſter 
will receive, when the ballances are all paid in to the 1ſt of 
April, more than £2400. 


The ſum aſſeſſed on the city for the year 1785, was {12,000 ; 
but as there will be fo large a ſum in the Treaſurer's hands, 
the ſum of £11000 will be full ſufficient for the preſent year, 
and a4 ſum adequate to every expence of it, in purchaſing 


thoſe articles which may be of advantage to the Houſe with 
ready money. 


I hope the Guardians of the Poor will not relax in their zeal 


for the public good, in proſecuting what has been begun ; nor 
ſtop in any other object which may require their interference. I 
am ſure if they diſcharge the truſt repoſed in them, with fide- 
lity to the city, they will be traduced by perſons devoid of 
merit and principle: had J liſtened to the clamours of ſuch. 


worthleſs tongues, the citizens at large would have ſuffered 
for it. 


I truſt that, on the moſt minute enquiry, it will be found 
that honour and equity guided my meaſures ; and tho' I may 
lie under the laſh of the malevolent and uninformed, I am 
perſuaded I have the plaudits of every impartial and unbiaſſed 
citizen ; and I can, with truth, declare, that my conſcience 


acquits me of having acted on any other principle than a ſtrict 
adherence to the duties of my offiee. 


J cannot 
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f cannot conclude theſe remarks without obſerving, that the 
thanks of the public are juſtly due to Sir Foun DurBin, the 


late Governor of this Hoſpital, for his great care, attention, 
and afliduity in the execution of his office; for to the counte- 
nance which he afforded me, and to the exertions of the Gentle- 
men of the Committee, who are alſo entitled to the thanks of the 
city, are the public chiefly indebted for the reform which has 
taken place in this Houſe. As far as concerns myſelf, I ſhould 


be wanting in gratitude, was I to neglect this opportunity, 


publicly to return my particular acknowledgments to Sir JoHN 
DuRBIN, for the ſupport he was always pleaſed to give me in 
my arduous office; and for the very polite treatment I con- 
ſtantly received from him: at the ſame time, I wiſh to expreſs 
the high ſenſe I have of the obligations I received from the 
Gentlemen of the Committee, in the aſſiſtance they gave towards 
enabling me to fulfil the duties of my office. 
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